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Indiana Epsilon Announces $2,750,000 Capital Campaign
and Breaks Ground on New Chapter House at Homecoming!

Undergraduates and alumni gather for a group photo during Homecoming following breaking ground on the new Chapter House

Dear Brothers,
Today, we have an opportunity unlike any other. We, as alumni 
brothers, can ensure the Indiana Epsilon experience continues 
within the walls of a new, modern chapter house. Throughout 
our history, the chapter has remained a prominent group on 
campus. The “Wolf Den” and “801 Mound” as the chapter 
houses were and are known, have played host to our 
undergraduates over the course of our chapter’s existence. While 
the undergraduate experience is certainly more than the bricks 
and mortar of the chapter house, each facility has undoubtedly 
played a signi�cant role in the development of the brotherhood 
and served as a proud symbol of our chapter within the Valpo 
campus community. Over the last several years, the House 
Corporation has been working diligently to chart a path toward 
envisioning and establishing a modern facility; a place where 
past, current and future Indiana Epsilon brothers can gather – a 
place to call home. 

Our new home will be located across from the Sorority Housing 
Complex and steps from the Athletics Recreation Center. This is 
a prime location and positions us well within the developing 
Greek row. The move itself has been driven both by the 
University’s master plan, which calls for closure of Mound Street 
to foster pedestrian traf�c from “Old Campus” to “New 
Campus”, and our acknowledgement, after extensive cost 
analysis, that renovation of the current facility would be 
impractical. 

To raise the funds necessary to build our new home, the House 
Corporation has strategically partnered with a professional 
campaign counsel, the Phi Kappa Psi Foundation, to launch the 
“Pride in our Past, Foundation for the Future” campaign. The 
campaign objective is to raise $2,750,000 to �nance the 
construction of a new, modern, state of the art home for Indiana 
Epsilon. We are excited to share that we have already secured 
over $1,750,000 in commitments before going to a broader 
audience. The remaining goal is achievable, but it will require the 
�nancial commitment and leadership of all brothers.

We urge you to think about what Phi Kappa Psi means to you 
and the impact it has had on your life. As you re�ect on your Phi 
Psi experience, remember it was because of alumni who came 
before you that made all your experiences possible. Today, it is 
our turn to do the same for the next generation of Indiana 
Epsilon brothers.

In the Bond,

Ben Nicol ’00   Jamie Acton ’88
Campaign Co-Chairman  Campaign Co-Chairman
bsn@pkpfoundation.org  jamie.acton@gmail.com



Homecoming ushers in new era of Indiana Epsilon

House Corporation and Campaign Leadership break ground on the site of Indiana Epsilon’s new home

Rendering of the new chapter house for Phi Psi at Valparaiso

To of�cially kick off Indiana Epsilon’s “Pride in Our Past, 
Foundation for the Future” campaign and celebrate this 
historical occasion, a ground-breaking ceremony was held during 
homecoming 2018. With nearly 200 alumni, undergraduates 
and guests gathered, the ground-breaking celebration included a 
welcome by Ben Nicol ’00, “Pride in Our Past, Foundation for 
the Future” campaign co-chairman, who expressed the value of 
the shared Phi Psi experience which has profoundly impacted all 
Indiana Epsilon alumni. “No matter the path we chose in life, we 
can all look back at our time in the chapter house, be it in the 
“Wolf Den” or “801 Mound”, as some of the most formative 
years of our lives.” He enumerated the lessons which are 
commonly learned during one’s undergraduate years as a member 
of Indiana Epsilon – leading with integrity, holding oneself to a 
higher standard and �nding the joy in serving others. 

House Corporation President Scott Rodseth ’04 continued 
the celebration by providing insight into the project. He also 
recognized several key alumni including Jamie Acton ’88, Dave 
Adams ’95, Zach Albers ’04, Brent Clark ’01, Don Fites ’53, 
Kevin Jessen ’98, Kevin Marks ’92 and Ben Nicol ’00. “Our 
past success as well as our current successes as a chapter would 
not be possible without the support of many within our alumni 
ranks.”

After hearing about the work that led alumni to advance the 
project, Scott offered a brie�ng on the proposed two-story 12,400 
square foot facility which is designed to house 39 undergraduate 
chapter members. He mentioned that the house corporation has 
been working closely with the University as well as Rowland 
Design, an architectural �rm in Indianapolis, to develop the 
facility and has contracted with Hagerman Construction, through 
fellow Indiana Epsilon Brother Mark Hagerman ’65, to serve as 
the contractor. 



Interfraternity Council President Jake Landgraf and Chapter President Matt D’Alessandro ’16 were able to speak to those gathered 
regarding their experience and the importance the fraternal community has played in their personal development. “I am the servant 
leader, the Crusader, the scholar and the brother I am today because of Phi Psi. I am forever grateful that during these important 
years of my life I had the opportunity to join an organization that sought to challenge me to be the best version of myself possible,” 
explained D’Alessandro. 

A brie�ng on the physical changes that have occurred throughout the campus landscape within the last few years was shared along 
with highlights of other formative changes within the University including the addition of high demand academic programs like the 
physician assistant program and bio engineering. This led to the introduction of University President Mark Heckler. “Today is an 
important day in the journey of Indiana Epsilon and for Valparaiso University.” President Heckler’s remarks reinforced the 
University’s commitment to the project and emphasized his personal support as well as the support of the University administration 
and Board of Directors for Greek life in general. “What you are constructing is more than a chapter house. It is a vessel. A place 
where camaraderie �ourishes, learning occurs and friendships are formed. It is the men who will experience living within these new 
walls that will go on to change to the world. They will use what they have learned as honorable men, courteous and cultured to 
better themselves and others.”

President Heckler continued by acknowledging the work of Carrie Whittier, Assistant Dean of Students for Greek Life, Leadership & 
Volunteer Programs, who was on-hand for the celebration. Whittier explained that the new chapter house will rede�ne the entrance 
to campus from the west along Union Street. Home to the prior radio station, and recently the VUPD of�ce, the new site is well 
positioned on campus. The move to Union Street from Mound will allow the house corporation to still own property but a parcel 
that enables the construction of a modern facility which will meet the needs of today’s and tomorrow’s Phi Psis. “It’s part of the 
University’s plan to bring the fraternity and sorority community closer to the center of campus,” commented Whittier. The process to 
physically relocated fraternity-occupied housing began in August 2016 when the new Sorority Housing Complex of�cially opened. 
She continued by citing several instances since Phi Psi’s founding in 1953 that the chapter has set the standard for fraternity and 
sorority life at Valparaiso. “Indiana Epsilon has been dominant within our fraternity and sorority community and the campus 
community as a leader in academics, community service and student involvement. Today that tradition continues as Phi Psi leads the 
development of much needed modern living quarters for our young men.”

Campaign Co-Chair Jamie Acton ’88 thanked Carrie as well as numerous other University administrators, faculty and staff that were 
present for the ceremony. He shared insights into his personal Phi Psi journey from an undergraduate to national headquarters staff 
member to chapter volunteer to mentor for many. “If only the walls of “801 Mound” could talk…” commented Acton, which was 
shortly followed by erupting laughter and expressions of concern from those alumni present. “Well, perhaps for all of our sakes, 
that’s not the best idea. But the truth is, Indiana Epsilon has served as the catalyst for some of the most important relationships in my 
life and I know in the lives of others too.” Acton continued by challenging each alumnus to consider the importance Phi Psi has 
played in his life and to support the project through time and treasure so that future generations can have a similar experience. He 
introduced Lee Fuller, Senior Director of Development for the Phi Kappa Psi Foundation, who further explained how alumni could 
support the project through charitable giving. 

The celebration ended as Matt Solak ’05, House Corporation Vice President, invited a number of individuals to break ground 
together. “As we break the earth this day, we usher in a strong foundation for our Indiana Epsilon Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi – turn 
that dirt on Phi Psi’s new home!”

To learn more about our campaign and learn how you can make a gift to support this historic project, please visit 
https://pkpfoundation.org/indianaepsilon or contact Lee Fuller at lgf@pkpfoundation.org. In the coming months you will receive 
additional information detailing the project and the ways in which you can may help. 
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Brother D’Alessandro shares an update on the
current chapter

Left to Right: Brother Nicol, Brother Fites and
Brother Acton

University President Mark Heckler speaks regarding
the importance of Greek life



It has been an active �rst semester for the brothers of Phi Kappa Psi. At the beginning 
of the fall semester the brothers held a retreat to kick off the academic year. The retreat 
focused on both personal and collective goals, while teaching our newest members how 
to handle their new roles within the brotherhood.

The chapter spent the Valparaiso University Day of Caring at the Chesterton Boys and 
Girls Club. While there, brothers spent time mulching, weeding, and landscaping for 
the facility. It is always great to be able to act in our motto, “The Great Joy of Serving 
Others!” 

Academics remain a strong focus for the brothers of Indiana Epsilon. The chapter has a 
current GPA of 3.187. Both the chatper’s cumulative and semester GPAs are above the 
all-male average on campus, and 21 actives have a GPA above a 3.5.

The chapter thanks all of the families who made family day a success! Family day is a 
great way to show our parents and siblings the value that the Fraternity brings to the 
entire campus community. It was a wonderful day �lled with food, games, tailgating, 
and lots of fun!

Finally, as the end of the academic year nears, we look forward to �nishing another 
strong year at Phi Psi.

2019 Executive Board

President
Austin Cintron ’17
Lake Station, IN

austin.cintron@valpo.edu

Vice President
Brad Van Wagoner ’17

Pewaukee, WI
brad.vanwagoner@valpo.edu

Recording Secretary
Tom Groth ’18
Pewaukee, WI

tom.groth@valpo.edu

Corresponding Secretary
Cameron Hoyt ’18

Dundee, IL
cameron.hoyt@valpo.edu

Treasurer
Ethan Uysaloglu ’17

Roselle, IL
ethan.uysaloglu@valpo.edu

Historian
Brendan Miller ’17

Hillsdale, MI
brendan.miller@valpo.edu

Chaplain
Harrison Jenny ’17
New Albany, OH

harrison.jenny@valpo.edu

Messenger
Vincent Rus ’17

Joliet, IL
vincent.rus@valpo.edu

Sergeant-at-Arms
Dan DiMaggio ’18

Rolling Meadows, IL
dan.dimaggio@valpo.edu

Update from the Chapter

2019 Executive Board Members

Undergraduates gather at Fall retreat to share the
year ahead

Spreading mulch at the Boys & Girls ClubVU Day of Caring at the Boys & Girls Club

Undergraduates joined by their families during
family weekend



2018-2019 House
Corporation Officers

President
Scott Rodseth ’04

scott.rodseth@gmail.com

Vice President
Matt Solak ’05

matthew.solak@gmail.com

Treasurer
Chris Ciupke ’01

cjciupke@gmail.com

Secretary
Ben Nicol ’00

bsn@pkpfoundation.org
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Chapter Highlights

   Spring 2018 Academic 
   Performance: 3.184 GPA

   New Member Class GPA: 3.038

   12 New Members Recruited

   2017-2018 Total Service Hours: 
   2,221.5 

   91% of members are involved
   in outside organizations

Chapter 
Accomplishments

   Most service hours of all  
   fraternities. 

   Accredited with Distinction from
   National Headquarters. 

   Awarded a Pillar of Excellence
   from the University. 
  
   Continued to grow relationship
   with the Boys and Girls Club after
   successful Phi Psi 500 in Fall 2017. 

Politics has always been a big part of his life, going back to when he watched the old 
CNN debate show Cross�re growing up with his father, so it comes as no surprise that 
Matthew Solak ’05 ended up with a career in politics after leaving Valparaiso 
University. “I knew I loved politics and public policy but I didn’t know how to get a 
job in the �eld. I was a history and political science major. I �gured I’d end up as a 
teacher or a lawyer and have nothing to do with politics even though it was de�nitely 
my passion,” said Solak. 

Phi Psi ended up playing a big role in getting Solak’s foot in the door. When Phi Psi 
bought its new headquarters in Indianapolis a group of Phi Psi alumni hosted a 
political fundraiser for former U.S. Senator Evan Bayh and invited each of the Indiana 
Chapters to send a representative to the event. Solak was sent to represent Indiana 
Epsilon at the fundraiser. “I had never met a U.S. Senator before and it was gracious of 
the Fraternity to invite a bunch collegians to a political event like that. At some point 
that evening I had my two minutes with the Senator and told him I wanted to get into 
politics. He handed me his Chief of Staff’s business card and said to come work for 
him as an intern in Washington, D.C. And that’s exactly what I did.” 

Solak spent the next semester in Washington D.C. in Senator Bayh’s of�ce gaining 
valuable political experience. He was offered a full-time job with the Senator upon 
graduation from Valpo but chose a different path in politics. Ten years after 
graduation, and half a dozen political jobs later, Solak �nds himself working as a 
lobbyist for a �rm in Lansing, Michigan. “I absolutely love what I do. Often when 
people hear about politics and lobbyists, they get a bad taste in their mouth. I get to 
work with a great group of people and represent a great group of clients. And no two 
days are the same which de�nitely �ts my personality.” 

Solak cherishes his friends and memories from Phi Kappa Psi. He credits Valpo and the 
Fraternity for giving him life changing experiences that many are not often fortunate 
to have. He has carried the ideal of serving others in his life today as a volunteer at the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters—Capital Region and his involvement on the Board of Zoning 
Appeals for the City of Lansing. Solak currently resides in Lansing, Michigan with his 
dog Jack.

Featured Phi Psi: Fraternity Helps
Jumpstart Career in Politics

Brother Solak (far right) hosting Michigan U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow for legislative breakfast
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Phi Psi Welcomes Newest Members Stay Connected

          Phi Kappa Psi, Indiana Epsilon
          (Valparaiso University)

          @valpophipsi

          @valpoPKP

          www.linkedin.com/groups/43049

          www.valpophipsi.org

Phi Kappa Psi Foundation
5395 Emerson Way
Indianapolis, IN 46226-1415

Address Service Requested

Help us keep our alumni records up-to-date!
Clip this form, place it in a stamped envelope
and send to:

    Phi Kappa Psi Foundation
    5395 Emerson Way
    Indianapolis, IN 46226-1415

    Name____________________________________________
    
    Inititate Year_____________________________________

    Address__________________________________________

    City/State/Zip____________________________________

    Phone (H)________________________________________

    Phone (W)________________________________________

    Email_____________________________________________ 

Save a stamp and update your information online at 
https://www.pkpfoundation.org/update-my-information/

Please join Indiana Epsilon in congratulating the two men who pledged to 
join our noble fraternity in the fall – Justin Van Sickle and Ryan O’Connell. 
Brother Van Sickle is a Chemistry major from Beech Grove, Indiana and 
Brother O’Connell is a Pre-Med Exercise Science major from Palos Heights, 
Illinois. When asked why he joined Phi Psi, Brother Van Sickle said, 
“Choosing to join Phi Kappa Psi was a great decision to enhance my college 
experience. The Phi Psi brothers are a tremendous group of guys who take a 
lot of pride in the Fraternity and in Valpo.”

Left to Right: Brother Justin Van Sickle and Brother Ryan O’Connell

https://twitter.com/valpopkp
https://www.instagram.com/valpophipsi/
https://www.facebook.com/valpophipsi



